EXPERIMENT  OF  LIBERAL  MONARCHY

5THE   RETURN   OF   NAPOLEON

These symbols were enough to inspire the army and the mass
of the nation with dread of a return to the old order, for they were
already ill-disposed towards the Bourbons for having returned in
company with the enemy armies - or, as the saying went, cin the
baggage-train of the Allies'. The people were uneasy at the return
of the tmigrfa, who threatened to regain possession of their con-
fiscated property. The army, accustomed to the tricolour flag,
detested the white one; the officers, who, as a measure of economy,
had been retired on half pay, which was insufficient to support
existence, detested the Restoration.

Napoleon, who had been relegated to the island of Elba, profited
by the general exasperation to return to France, where he rallied
the army and restored the Empire and the tricolour. Speculating
on people's memory of the most unpopular institutions of the
ancien regime, he declared that France was threatened with the
restoration of the tithe and the feudal dues, and denounced the

The restoration of the Empire, known as the "Hundred Days1,
was a very brief episode and ended with the decisive defeat of
Napoleon at Waterloo. But it had lasting results. The royalists,
brought back by the foreign armies, could not forgive the men of
the Revolution for betraying the king to whom they had sworn
fidelity in 1814. The second Restoration revived the hatred
existing between those faithful to the royal cause and the partisan
of the regime resulting from the Revolution. From this moment
dates the division of the French nation into two camps, inspired
by a permanent mutual hostility, which has remained the hidden
basis of political life in France.

5 T H E NEW SOCIETY  ft*

The population of France, the numbers of which now began to
be known, thanks to the census taken every five years, rga^hed
thirty-two million and a half in 1830 and rapidly increajpcf; jfce
birth-rate now rose to its highest point, being more than thirty
per thousand inhabitants. The population was still for the
most part an agricultural one, what was known as the 'rural'